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2018-2019 AREA REPORTS 
 

 

REGION 1 - SWIFT CURRENT 
 

Shaunavon 

 

 Shaunavon Airport is operated by the town of Shaunavon.  The airport continues to operate smoothly and 

reliably.  Traffic levels have remained constant in 2019 with slightly more aerial application activity as 

compared to 2018.  Two runways remain in service, a primary asphalt runway and a secondary 

earth/gravel runway.  The primary asphalt runway (12-30) has lighting.  Both aviation gasoline (100LL) 

and turbine fuel (Jet A-1) are available.  The automatic weather station is a third-party system not 

maintained by Nav Canada.  The town had experienced some issues with the weather station earlier in 

2019 that have since been resolved.  The weather station continues to function reliably. 

Submitted by Todd Schultz 

(with assistance from Ted Anderson) 

Swift Current 

 
 Activity at Swift Current Airport has remained relatively stable in 2019, with a slight increase in general 

aviation traffic.  Air traffic is comprised of corporate, government, military, agricultural, flight training 

and private aircraft of all sizes.  Leading Edge Aviation wrapped up flight training operations in May 

2018 and returned with one aircraft again this summer.  Various aerial applicators operate out of Swift 

Current Airport, with somewhat more activity this year compared to the dry conditions in 2018.  Swift 

Current Drag Racing Association continues to host three annual race events at the airport.  STARS 

helicopters now have the ability to land on a new helipad at Cypress Regional Hospital but continue to 

land at Swift Current Airport for occasional refueling.  One new 50’x60’ private hangar was constructed 

in early 2019.  South West Flying Club (COPA #107) continues to hold monthly meetings at the airport 

and other establishments in the City.   

 A project was awarded to Explorer Solutions earlier in the year to initiate a review and update of the 

airport master plan.  The comprehensive review will examine all facets of planning and development in 

short, medium and long-term horizons.  This will include an asset management strategy to maintain 

existing infrastructure, as well as plans to expand the infrastructure to accommodate future needs based 

upon economic and activity level projections.  The project has entailed various engagements with airport 

stakeholders, community leaders and industry experts. 

 Some capital maintenance was completed on the primary runway in 2019.  An oil emulsion sand slurry 

sealant product was applied to the entire runway.  While this does not constitute a complete rehabilitation, 

it rejuvenates the surface and prolongs the life of the asphalt for a few more years.  Some of the painted 

markings were also re-applied.  The City continues to plan for extensive asphalt rehabilitation in the 

coming years.  However, the funds in the proposed 5-year capital plan are subject to approval by Council 

in each budgetary year so a timeline for the work has not been finalized.  There are two major equipment 

purchases still underway in 2019.  A tender process was recently completed for the purchase of a new 

towable runway sweeper to replace the tractor-mounted unit.  A tender process is currently underway for 

the purchase of a new runway snow blower to replace the 1994 RPM unit. 

 

Submitted by Todd Schultz 

REGION 2 - MOOSE JAW/ASSINIBOIA 
 

 No report submitted. 
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REGION 3 - ESTEVAN/WEYBURN 
 

Carlyle: 

 

 Our airport in Carlyle has seen a substantial reduction in traffic in the last few years, especially in GA and 

oil field traffic.  However, our AV gas sales have remained steady due in part to itinerant traffic.  Pilots 

like our user-friendly self-serve system. No call out fee or landing fee required.  We have become a 

favorite fuel stop for many out-of-town aircraft passing through south-east Saskatchewan. 

 Jet fuel, on the other hand, has seen a significant drop in sales, partly due to the fact that Canadian Energy 

Services has relocated their King Air to Calgary and sold their hangar in Carlyle. 

 Because of the work and money we have put into our airport in recent years, we are in good shape for 

now and don't have any major capital projects on our agenda. In the past, the business sector has 

supported our airport both financially and physically in terms of traffic.  I think the level of support we 

have had from the business and energy industry would be difficult, if not impossible, to attain in the 

current climate.  We are just lucky to have done all the upgrades and improvement to our airport when we 

did. 

Submitted by Duncan Brown, 

Carlyle Flying Club 

Estevan Regional Airport: 

 

 The Estevan Regional Airport, the City of Estevan and the Airport Liaison Committee have a strong 

partnership that is currently focusing our energy towards further economic development of our airport. 

We have seen a marked increase in private aircraft traffic into Estevan and we hope to expand that to 

business/commercial users in the coming years.  We have a modern airport facility that can provide 

Estevan and region with a gateway to economic development into the future.   

 2019 maintenance saw runway crack sealing take place on all paved surfaces. Painted lines are in good 

condition with plans to repaint in 2020. We also had all the runway lights re-adjusted and leveled this fall 

in preparing for winter. Some existing office space was further renovated and developed in the main 

building this summer. We also have airside lots ready and available for lease to build on for private or 

business use.  

 The Estevan Regional Airport applied for and received CAP Grant funding in 2019 for drainage 

improvements on the airport. We are currently beginning preparations for work to begin after freeze up 

this fall as most of the work must be done in the winter for this project. This will improve drainage 

around the runways and help prevent any future infrastructure damage. 

 The Estevan Flying Club is active and meets regularly. We do both local and international fly outs as a 

group.  January 2019 we took 7 aircraft and 21 people through the U.S. to Fort Pierce Florida, then over 

the ocean to Cat Island, Bahamas! We spent 1 week island hoping and exploring different airports all over 

the Bahamas! Everyone came home with a renewed interest in doing more cross county trips as a group. 

Nothing official yet but there is interest in flying to Belize in January of 2021, anyone interested? 

 2019 has seen an increase in flight training here at the airport. We have many active students this year, 

and have seen four new aircraft purchased this summer. We have graduated several private pilots, one 

commercial pilot, and one instructor, this summer. 

 Estevan Regional Airport hosted our annual fly in BBQ lunch and open house held on July 13. We also 

hosted COPA for kid’s rides and had 46 children up for first flights. There is interest in hosting another 

airshow in the near future, watch for details to come.   

Submitted by Richard Reetz 
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REGION 4 - REGINA 
 

Regina Airport Authority 

 

 Please refer to the 2018 Annual Report 

https://www.yqr.ca/assets/2018-raa-annual-report.pdf  

 

Regina Flying Club 

 

Since the last SAC Conference… 

 We added another Cessna 172 to our fleet this year. 

 Annual Open House was held in June and was a great success, with lots of static displays and aircraft 

rides. 

 We had 14 Air Cadets over the summer that completed their PPL License. The media gave us attention 

this year, by having these young ladies. Good free promotion! 

 We had our busiest winter in a long time, in what is usually the slow months.  

 Ground schools are still filling up at each session. 

 Held our Second RFC Pancake breakfast in September. A big turnout of 92 airplanes!  

 We held our annual Rust Remover at the Hangar this year, and plan to keep it that way going forward. 

 Our hangar that is vintage from 1927, is getting some much overdue building improvements to it, to make 

it last another 20 years!  

 We have avgas for sale and tie down spots to rent. We also offer a hotel discount and car rental discount. 

(Days Inn/ Enterprise Rental Car) if you come to visit us in Regina.  

 

Submitted by Audrey Kahovec, General Manager 

REGION 5 - YORKTON 
 

 CAP recipient once again which allowed us to resurface our main runway 04-22, it is 63,710 m square. 

Had not been resurfaced since 1955. The project was completed in 10 days by a local contractor which 

kept operational impact to a minimum. 

 Aircraft movements continue to remain strong with approx. 11000 itinerant and local movements. 

 Leading Edge Aviation and Good Spirit Air Service hosted events that brought many visitors. 

 Transport Canada visited in March to follow up on the corrective action plans implemented after our last 

process inspection in 2018. Feedback was generally positive. 

 A landing fee will be implemented in January 2020. This policy will exempt single piston aircraft while 

charging a per kilogram fee to twin, turbine and jet aircraft. These fees are anticipated to generate an 

average monthly revenue of approx. $3000.00 which can be used to fund further infrastructural upgrades. 

 The CYQV Mandatory Frequency was changed from 122.2 to 119.65 last December -- this has proven to 

be a less than smooth transition as some publications (mostly Electronic) do not have the up to date 

information even to this day. Therefore, some aircraft have arrived unannounced. This is an area that Nav 

Canada needs to address in the future. 

Submitted by Don Ingham 

https://www.yqr.ca/assets/2018-raa-annual-report.pdf


2018-2019 AREA REPORTS 
Page Four 

 

 

REGION 6 – SASKATOON 
 

Saskatoon Airport Authority 
 

 Please refer to 2018 Annual Report 

https://skyxe.ca/Portals/0/Annual%20Report%202018%20FINAL.pdf?ver=2019-05-01-130458-187 

 

Transwest Air  
 

 2019 was a very busy year for both fixed-wing and float operations.  Transwest Air continues to provide 

Scheduled Service and charter flights through the entire province of Saskatchewan. 

 De-icing operations have been upgraded with 3 new de-ice trucks now positioned in Prince Albert, La 

Ronge and Stony Rapids.  Scissor lifts for de-icing have also been added in La Ronge and Stony Rapids.  

All de-icing equipment at all the Transwest Air locations are also kept indoors in protected buildings. 

 Transwest Air has a new updated website as of September 2019. 

 Over the past year, Transwest Air welcomed the following person to a senior management positon: 

o 704/705 chief Pilot:  John Kellner 

 The following senior management changes were made this year: 

o Kristi Knight, Director of Scheduled and Charter Services, is on maternity leave until August 2020 

o Candace Czemeres is now the Chief Operating Officer of West wind Group of Companies 

Submitted by Naomi Barnhart 

West Wind Aviation 
 

 Pilot movement vacancies continue to be challenging and is anticipated to be so for the foreseeable future. 

 Over the past year, West Wind Aviation welcomed the following persons to senior management 

positions: 

o Vice President of Human Resources:  Tracy Young-McLean 

o Director of Flight Operations:  Jen Makowsky 

 The following senior management changes were made this year: 

o Candace Czemeres is now the Chief Operating Officer of West wind Group of Companies 

 
Submitted by Naomi Barnhart 

Mitchinson Flight Centre 
 

 We purchased two training aircraft over the winter, bringing our fleet to 13 aircraft. 

 We managed to temporarily resolve our instructor shortage issue by bonding and paying for instructor 

ratings for select candidates. This is mutually beneficial as we can now accept more students, provide a 

pathway for our graduates, give them employment and it gives us some stability for growth. 

 We now have an RPAS flight reviewer on staff and are developing a groundschool for this growing 

market. 

 We have about 26 students in our September groundschool plus several students taking online 

groundschool. Currently, we have approximately 100 active students, Private through commercial. 

Submitted by Dan Glass 

https://skyxe.ca/Portals/0/Annual%20Report%202018%20FINAL.pdf?ver=2019-05-01-130458-187
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REGION 7 - ROSETOWN/KINDERSLEY 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

REGION 8 - NORTH BATTLEFORD/LLOYDMINSTER 
 

 The City continues to demonstrate the ongoing commitment to the airport. The 4th phase of runway 12/30 

resurfacing was completed. This leaves one more program for 2020 to complete the main runway 12/30. 

With the unexpected closure of the crosswind runway 06/24 in 2018 by Transport Canada, the city is 

considering its options at this time.  Meanwhile, the aviation community considers not having a viable 

crosswind runway to be a major safety issue. 

 In the last 12 months, 2 additional hangars have been constructed at CYQW and now the airport has no 

additional spots available for immediate construction.  

 The ongoing upgrade of airport wildlife and security fence continues with another section to be completed 

by the end of October.  

 The airport continues to see increases in airport traffic such as air ambulance, corporate aircraft for local 

businesses, oil charter aircraft, aerial application and flight training. The GPS RNAV approaches and 

competitive fuel prices have also increased the use of the airport. 

Submitted by Fran de Kock 

REGION 9 - PRINCE ALBERT 
 

Prince Albert (Glass Field) Airport 

 

 The ACAP funded new LED threshold lights & ALCMS controls project is under construction. 

Completion is anticipated for January 2020.  

 The new Airport website goes live November 2019.  

 An Apron Management Plan was established for YPA. These plans can be viewed on the Airport’s 

website under the “Pilots” tab.  

 A Terminal expansion to accommodate a new airline for check-in and cargo area is anticipated to be built 

this fall/winter.  

 The Jet-A fuel tank beside the Terminal will be moved to parking stand #3 from #4 this fall. No fuel 

service interruptions are anticipated.  

 An Airport Advisory Committee has been established and will work in cooperation with the Prince Albert 

Regional Economic Development Alliance (PREDA) by providing advice and recommendations 

regarding economic and future development at the Airport.   

 Due to the Transwest hangar fire, 100LL is still not available. Plans to re-establish power, without a new 

hangar, to the tanks is awaiting funding approval.  

Submitted by: Corey Nygaard, Airport Manager, Prince Albert 
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REGION 9 - PRINCE ALBERT (continued) 
 

Birch Hills Airport  

 

 The Birch Hills airport continues to be quite busy with private operators, aerial applicators, and general 

aviation, with both itinerant and fixed base operations. 

 Aircraft maintenance services are provided by a fixed base operator. 

 100LL fuel is available at the airport. 

 The Prince Albert Gliding and Soaring Club is very active and continues to fly out of the Birch Hills 

airport. 

 The Birch Hills Flying Club is also very active at the airport and continues to partner with the Town to 

maintain the facility. 

 A drone survey has been completed as the first step of surveying the apron area to develop additional 

hangar lots as there has been interest in constructing more hangars at the airport. 

 The Town was successful in getting 50/50 cost shared funding through the Community Airport 

Partnership program to replace and repair the runway and apron lights. The project is underway and will 

be completed this fall. 

Submitted by: Tara Gariepy, Town Administrator, Birch Hills 

 

Shellbrook Airport  

 

 The multi-year construction project to upgrade the airport continued this year with more fill added to the 

east end of the runway. Work is expected to continue in future years until the entire runway is upgraded. 

 Last year the Town received a request for construction of another hangar which would require some 

changes to the power service at the airport; however, the developer has put this project on hold.   

Submitted by: George Tomporowski, Mayor, Shellbrook 

Submitted by Peter Heal 

 

REGION 10 – MELFORT/TISDALE 
 

 No report submitted. 
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REGION 11 - NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 
 

La Ronge Airport 

 

  General 

 We had a student summer worker for the first time. It worked out well and we will likely do it again next 

year. 

 In June the airport maintenance shop was named the Bill Gale Maintenance Shop in memory of Bill Gale 

who worked as an airport operator for over 35 years. A ceremony with family and friends was held at the 

shop in June and signage was installed. 

 It's been an extremely wet year (summer). 

 We were approved for ACAP funding for a new grader and have received the grader. 

 Our airport is going to be featured in an upcoming issue of Business View Magazine. 

 Over a two-week period this summer some of our tenants experienced a number of break and enters. 

There were no serious losses and nothing has happened since. 

  Movements 

 2018 was below average. 

 So far 2019 is below average. Slowdown in northern mining sector has cut into charter services. 

  Wildlife 

 Very low bird activity this year. 

 Signs of fox and/or coyote but they have not been seen. 

  Projects 

 Line Painting completed. 

 8-hour parking post and railings replaced. 

 Mid-Sized Lots now available for development. 

 Flight Service Station reroofed. 

 Expansion and upgrade to Northern Air Operations hangar 2 is completed. 

 Hangar 12 under new ownership and is being upgraded. 

 Graveling groundside roads and airside service roads completed. 

 Brush and tree removal to comply with OLS completed. 

 Drainage ditch work in progress. 

  Drinking water contamination 

 Our drinking water has unacceptable levels of PFAS in it from the fire suppression foam that Transport 

Canada used while it operated the airport. After legal consultation, the town has decided it is not in its 

best interest to pursue remediation from Transport Canada. 

Submitted by Jim Burr 

Airport Manager 

La Ronge/Barber Field Airport 



2018-2019 AREA REPORTS 
Page Eight 

 

 

NORTHERN AIR OPERATIONS 2019 FIRE SEASON REPORT 

Wildfire Management, Air Operations had a relatively quiet fire season.  Saskatchewan’s wildfire activity peaked 

in May before leveling off in June and July and decreasing dramatically during the months of August and 

September.   

 

Overall, wildfire activity has been significantly below 

the 5-year average of 447 wildfires. In fact, 

Saskatchewan recorded the lowest number of wildfires 

of 240 in a single season since the wildfire program 

began keeping comparable records in 1981. Of these 

240 wildfires the airtankers responded to 41 requests 

which is an 80% reduction from the 5-year average. A 

total of 3,137,569 litres of suppressant and long term 

retardant was dropped to control or suppress the 

wildfires. 

 

 

 

The graph on the left shows the total flight 

hours for the last five years, for the 2019 season 

the aircraft flew 1,105 hours (46% reduction 

from the 5-year average). 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Pictures on this page are of the Kenai area in Alaska where we worked for a month this 

summer with a group of CL 215T’s and CV580A’s. Picture taken by Corey Hardcastle 
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NORTHERN AIR OPERATIONS 2019 FIRE SEASON REPORT 

(continued) 

 

We had our furthest Quick Strike which usually means a splash and dash along our borders, this was required to 

assist in the protection of the community of Pikangikum located near Red Lake Ontario. That’s the benefits of 

having an aircraft like the CV 580A, it has the fuel range and speed to respond quickly covering quite a wide 

geographic area.  With lower wildfire activity through most of the season, Saskatchewan was pleased to be able to 

send much needed help to our colleagues in Alaska. We were called upon in late June to send a Group of CL 

215T’s and then a group of CV 580A’s to assist Alaska in working wildfires in Kenai area.  Both Groups attained 

approximately a month of work.  

Our hangar expansion project has been keeping us busy. By adding 38’ onto the existing hangar this allows us 

enough room for another Tanker and a couple more Bird Dogs to be inside.  We have replaced the hangar doors 

going with bottom roller doors, improving safety, use efficiency and heat loss.  We have installed an ICAF 

(Integrated Compressed Air Foam) sprinkler system for the hangar which includes a 60,000 imperial gallon water 

storage tank.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have added onto our administration office area and developed a 

couple of training rooms.  Re-finished the floor in the hangar and 

replaced the overhead crane.  Overall quite a few improvements to our 

work place.  Grand opening took place September 26, 2019 with 

Honourable Dustin Duncan, Minister of Environment, performing the 

official door opening. 

 

 

 
Effective November 1, 2019, 

Wildfire Management, including Aviation Operations will be leaving the 

Ministry of Environment and becoming part of the Saskatchewan Public 

Safety Agency (SPSA) as a Treasury Board Crown.  The Ministry of 

Environment has been good for us but under the SPSA it will 

amalgamate emergency response services to enhance the service we 

deliver to the people of Saskatchewan. 
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NORTHERN AIR OPERATIONS 2019 FIRE SEASON REPORT 

(continued) 

After 42 years with the Government of Saskatchewan (21 with the Ministry of Highways, Airports, and 21 with 

the Ministry of Environment, Wildfire Management Branch, Aviation Operations) I will be retiring, in the spring 

of 2020. Peter Boniface has been working with us for the past few years as Operations Manager, getting to know 

what we do and he will ensure oversight until the Director position is permanently filled.   Working with the 

Saskatchewan Aviation Council (SAC) for the past 25 plus years has been a privilege.  SAC continues to provide 

a united voice for the industry that the Province, Feds, Nav Canada and Transport Canada will listen to.  Hats off 

to President Janet Keim and SAC’s Board for continuing to provide a worthy service as the voice of 

Saskatchewan’s aviation industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Denis Renaud 

Director, Aviation Operations 

 

 

 

SASKATCHEWAN POLYTECHNIC/SAC COMMERCIAL PILOT PROGRAM 

 
 The January 2019 program started with nineteen students and seventeen have returned to complete the fall 

semester.       

 As of the middle of October, there were still a few seats available with many students working on their 

PPL’s who are hoping to start in January of 2020.  It would not surprise me if we were filled to capacity 

(25 seats) for 2020.            

 There will be at least 5-6 students from out of province attending in 2020.  They have indicated that PPL 

training times (out of province) are still long and frustrating.  It seems like the training times in Saskatoon 

have improved somewhat as more flight instructors are being trained, some that have recently completed 

the Commercial Pilot Program.         

 Most students understand that if they don’t get into the program in January, they have the opportunity to 

work and continue their flight training towards their CPL during the year and then their primary focus 

will be on the academics the following year. 

 It is quite noticeable to see many of our recent graduates being hired into flying positions by the local 

operators, this is very encouraging for the students and we’re grateful that our graduates continue to be 

hired by the local operators.          

 Thanks to the many stakeholders of the Commercial Pilot Program including local industry, the 

instructors, Saskatchewan Polytechnic, SAC and of course most important of all, the students.  All have 

helped and continue to support the Commercial Pilot Program.       

 Fly safely. 

 Submitted by Randall Muzyka 

Program Head 

Saskatchewan Polytechnic Commercial Pilot Program 
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Canadian Aviation Historical Society 

Roland Groome Chapter 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

Activities Report Covering 2018-19 
 

September 2018: “Eyes in the sky” – a presentation on RCMP “F” Division’s use of Remotely Piloted 

Aircraft Systems, alias “drones”. 

October 2018:  Aviation photographer Colin Kunkel on how he photographs the Snowbirds and Cold 

Lake’s long-running Maple Flag tactical air combat exercise. 

November 2018:  Guests of No. 600 Wing of the RCAF Association at the latter’s annual banquet with the 

RCAF Snowbirds and air cadets. 

December 2018:  Another joint project with the RCAF Association: Christmas supper and a presentation by 

Edward Willett on his recent book, One Lucky Devil, on the life of Sampson “Sam” 

Goodfellow, First World War bomber-navigator. 

January 2019:  Presentation by Vincent Murphy on being a young “roustabout” or floatplane base helper 

for Central Northern Airways in his hometown of Flin Flon. 

February 2019:  Talk by Regina Airport Authority CEO James Bogusz on his vision for the airport. 

March 2019:  Martina Leader on learning to fly gliders and powered aircraft while an air cadet. 

April 2019:  Frank Flegel on his days as a young pilot in Regina in the 1950s and '60s. 

May 2019:  Will Chabun on Roland Groome and his May 20, 1919 flight from Saskatoon to Regina, the 

first cross-country flight in the province’s history. 

June 2019:  Peter Maw’s look back at a once-in-a-lifetime airplane-watching trip across Canada in 

1986. 

September 2019:  Guided tour of the Regina Airport Authority’s fire hall. 

 

Our chapter also publishes a monthly newsletter that contains recaps of speakers, plus original research. This year, 

this has included several articles by Moose Jaw’s Richard Dowson on his city’s aviation history. This newsletter, 

The Windsock, is available to all who join our group.  

 

Our CAHS chapter also participated in the Regina Flying Club’s annual open house in June. Members attended 

the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum and Learning Centre’s “Aviation Weekend” in late May and the 

Saskatchewan Air Show in July. We also participated in an airport ceremony saluting the 100th anniversary of 

Roland Groome’s historic cross-country flight and a round-table discussion with airport management on the 

Regina International Airport. 

Submitted by Gary Williams 

National President 

Chapter President, Roland Groome (Regina) Chapter 

Canadian Aviation Historical Society 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/cahsreginachapter/#h.p__1yY6JwKsz-F
https://sites.google.com/site/cahsreginachapter/#h.p__1yY6JwKsz-F
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Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI) Highlights – 2019 

 
Operational Highlights 

 

 Pinehouse Lake – brush clearing is planned to occur this fall.  

 Stony Rapids – major surface repairs were completed on the runway this past summer. The work involved 

adding material to fill in depressions in the runway surface followed by a double seal coat. Significant 

coordination of extra manpower and equipment was required to complete this work in a timely fashion to 

reduce the inconvenience to air carriers; in fact, the majority of the work was completed at night.  

 Work also occurred on the apron with the application of sand sulphur shims to smooth out the ride across 

sealing lanes.  

 MHI personnel began the installation of the perimeter fence last fall and worked at various locations around 

the airport perimeter until both weather and bedrock forced them to shut down in December. A contractor 

was hired to complete the installation of the fence using equipment capable of drilling in bedrock. The work 

is expected to be completed later this year.  

 Fond du Lac – a new portable generator was delivered this past winter. Once it is manually started during 

power outages it will be able to supply power to the airfield lights for medevac situations.  

 Meadow Lake – phase 4 of a 4-year project to rehab the entire airfield electrical systems is nearing 

completion. This final phase included replacement of the underground wiring, pull pits and transformers for 

the edge lights around aprons I and III. New light-emitting diode (LED) airside signage will be installed 

adjacent to runway 17/35 as well as replacement of the existing signage adjacent to taxiway Alpha.  

 California Bearing Ratio (CBR) testing was completed at Pelican Narrows, Sandy Bay and Cumberland 

House airports by CBR Technology in June. More testing is planned for next summer at other MHI airports.  

 Ile-a-la-Crosse – replacement of the existing 3 strand barbed wire perimeter fence with new posts and wire 

was completed this summer.  

 Pelican Narrows – apron flood lights were installed to assist with visibility for patient transfers during night 

time medevacs.  

 MHI purchased and installed cameras at the following airports: Fond du Lac, Ile-a-la-Crosse, Wollaston 

Lake, and Cumberland House, these cameras are website based and provide a current picture of the airport 

environment which is updated with a new image every 10 minutes. The cameras can be accessed at 

http://highways.glmobile.com/airports/  

 Hudson Bay – Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment, Wildfire Management Branch purchased and 

installed two cameras on the airport’s beacon pole with the mutual agreement that MHI will be responsible 

for the ongoing maintenance and associated website costs. These cameras are also linked to the MHI airport 

camera website.  

 Wollaston Lake – a portable generator was purchased and some modifications were made inside the field 

electrical centre. This will enable the runway lights to be made operational during power outages for 

medevac situations once the generator is manually started. In order to reduce the electrical load on the 

portable generator, all runway, taxiway and apron edge light incandescent bulbs were replaced with LED 

bulbs. 

 Meadow Lake – in July an obstruction survey was completed by CBR Technology at the request of Nav 

Canada as part of their proposed design of a lower localizer performance with vertical guidance (LPV) 

minima to 250 feet above aerodrome elevation (AEE).  

 Airport Wildlife Management Plans – were revised and updated early in 2019 for MHI certified airports.  
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Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI) Highlights – 2019 

 
Operational Highlights (continued) 

 

 Non-Directional Beacon (NDB) – the NDB transmitter at Cumberland House was decommissioned on 

April 25, 2019 following the publishing of the RNAV (GNSS) approaches in the Canada Air Pilot (CAP). 

This was the last NDB owned and operated by MHI. The existing NDB tower had the old antennae 

removed and is now used as the view point for the airport camera.  

 Cumberland House – strengthening of the taxiway was completed towards the end of summer. This 

involved removal of the existing surface and subbase down to approximately 12 inches, and the installation 

of geotextile fabric and limestone crushed rock followed by base gravel. The taxiway will remain as a 

gravel surface for the winter with more strengthening planned for the apron next summer followed by a 

double seal over the entire taxiway and apron. 

 

Community Airport Partnership (CAP) Program Highlights 
 

 The goal of the CAP Program is to provide eligible airports with stable financial assistance. Funding is used 

to rehab, construct, and improve airport facilities.  

 Regional airports play an important role in supporting economic and social development and growth, 

including emergency services.  

 Applicants must be willing to partner to fund the proposed project. Airports will receive funds on a 50/50 

cost-shared basis up to a maximum amount.  

 Since inception of the CAP Program in 2007-08, a total of 36 communities have benefitted from the 

program with a total of more than $7M in grant payments.  

 For 2019-20, there were 16 applications received requesting over $1.7M in funding. Nine airports will 

receive over $700,000 in funding. Projects are ranked by an independent CAP Program Review Panel 

through a merit-based process with an emphasis on safety. The Panel consists of the President of the 

Saskatchewan Aviation Council, a representative from the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association, 

technical experts from Regina and Saskatoon airport authorities, and MHI staff.  

 For 2019-20, the communities approved for funding included: Birch Hills, Estevan, Humboldt, Kindersley, 

Kipling, Maple Creek, Moosomin, Swift Current, and Yorkton.  

 Communities receiving CAP Program funding for 5 consecutive years or more include: Kindersley, Moose 

Jaw, Swift Current, and Yorkton.  

 Funded projects for 2019-20 include: runway pavement rehab, apron and taxiway resurfacing, sealing, 

lighting, navigation upgrades, and a construction of a new runway. Some projects funded will be delivered 

over a number of years.  

 Since the program’s creation, there have been a total of 206 CAP Program applications with 156 of these 

applications approved.  

 This year MHI has updated the CAP Program and Application Guidelines and plans to present them at the 

upcoming Saskatchewan Aviation Council’s Wings of Saskatchewan conference on November 8th, 2019. 
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Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure Highlights – 2019 
 

Policy Highlights 
 

 Instituted in 2013, MHI continues to work with aviation stakeholders in the province through the 

Saskatchewan Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC). The committee was established as a result of a 

recommendation from the Saskatchewan Aviation Council (SAC) to have a closer working relationship 

with the provincial government and aviation stakeholders in Saskatchewan.  

 The AAC serves a number of purposes, one of which is to have continuous discussion on aviation issues in 

Saskatchewan and provide an advisory and supportive role to the aviation sector.  

 Since inception, the AAC has identified and realized the completion of several projects at northern airports. 

Projects include:  

o sewer and water project at the Wollaston Lake Airport (2014);  

o three web-based cameras and related equipment installed at the Sandy Bay Airport (2016);  

o global navigation satellite system instrument procedures for the Cumberland House and Patuanak airports 

(2017) both of which were published by NAV CANADA in the CAP, the official publication of 

instrument approaches; and,  

o installation of an Automated Weather Observation System at the Fond-du-Lac Airport (2018).  

 

 MHI participated in meetings held by the Regina and Saskatoon Airport Authorities (e.g., annual, 

consultative, nominator) as well as Board meetings of SAC.  

 MHI and AAC worked collectively to review various regulatory issues as they became known. Examples 

include:  

o Review of Transport Canada’s new rules pertaining to Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (also 

commonly referred to as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles/drones). The rules governing the operation of 

drones (both recreationally and commercially), was announced by the Minister of Transport on January 

9, 2019 and took effect June 1, 2019.  

o Review of Transport Canada’s implementation of the Transportation Modernization Bill (Bill C-49) 

that addresses, for example, air passenger rights, air carrier international ownership limits and code-

sharing agreements to enhance air service.  

 

Monitoring of these activities by MHI is ongoing. One example includes:  

o The proposed transborder joint venture between WestJet and Delta Air Lines. Canadian approval was 

granted by the Canadian Competition Bureau and is awaiting approval from the US Department of 

Transportation. Approval of the joint venture should provide more consumer choice, improve air 

service connectivity and grow the economy on both sides of the border by increasing US-Canada 

business and tourism travel.  

 

 MHI continues its allegiances with other aviation stakeholders such as the Aviation Standing Committee 

that is made up of federal, provincial and territorial members. National aviation stakeholders also 

participate.  

 MHI continues to engage other jurisdictions on aviation-related issues when necessary. 

 

Submitted by Ken Kowalko 


